
  

Service Essentials 
 

26 September 2021 
 

Trinity 17 

Today’s Hymns 
  
676 Immortal, invisible..   
631 Fight the good fight... 
621 Dear Lord and Father of all 
mankind 
223 All hail the power …. 
 

Collect 
 

Almighty God, 
you have made us for yourself, 
and our hearts are restless  
till they find their rest in you: 
pour your love into our hearts  
and draw us to yourself, 
and so bring us at last  
to your heavenly city 
where we shall see you  
face to face; 
through Jesus Christ  
your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 

Gospel 
Mark 9: 38 - end 
 

John said to him, ‘Teacher, we 
saw someone casting out demons 
in your name, and we tried to stop 
him, because he was not follow-
ing us.’  

But Jesus said, ‘Do not stop him; 
for no one who does a deed of 
power in my name will be able 
soon afterwards to speak evil of 
me. Whoever is not against us is 
for us. For truly I tell you, whoev-
er gives you a cup of water to 
drink because you bear the name 
of Christ will by no means lose 
the reward. 
 
‘If any of you put a stumbling-
block before one of these little 
ones who believe in me, it would 
be better for you if a great mill-
stone were hung around your 
neck and you were thrown into 
the sea. If your hand causes you 
to stumble, cut it off; it is better 
for you to enter life maimed than 
to have two hands and to go to 
hell, to the unquenchable fire. 
And if your foot causes you to 
stumble, cut it off; it is better for 
you to enter life lame than to have 
two feet and to be thrown into 
hell., And if your eye causes you 
to stumble, tear it out; it is better 
for you to enter the kingdom of 
God with one eye than to have 
two eyes and to be thrown into 
hell, where their worm never dies, 
and the fire is never quenched. 
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‘For everyone will be salted with 
fire. Salt is good; but if salt has 
lost its saltiness, how can you 
season it? Have salt in your-
selves, and be at peace with one 
another.’ 

 
Reflection 
 
The Jesus we meet in Mark’s  
Gospel is rather more direct than 
the one we have wresting with in 
St John. The Jesus in Mark seems 
to be telling us what to do, the  
Jesus in John is encouraging us 
work it out by seeking the will of 
his Father. 
 

And so we see Jesus in today’s 
reading telling the disciples not to 
police those who are acting in his 
name, not to do anything that   
undermines the faith of children 
but to cut off and cut out anything 
that distracts them from the God’s 
Kingdom. Only salt that has taste is 
any use. This instruction is all very 
directive. But it is all very focused 
and helpful. 
 

Jesus is telling us not to worry too 
much about what others are doing 
in his name. Christians have spent 
far too much time disagreeing and 
fighting. Let’s just accept that  
anyone doing something in the 
name of the Lord is on the same 
side, will get their reward and that 
we should be at peace with them. 
This is much better than discord 
and division. 
 

Then there is the instruction to 
cherish the simplicity of children. 

This is the model of trust that 
should characterise our relationship 
with the Father. It is not to be un-
dermined or abused and those who 
do will face the gravest  sanction. 
We see huge damage done to  
children by adults in a variety of 
selfish ways. And it still continues 
despite the way we now recognise 
the issues and fund safe-guarding 
in every institution. 
 

Then there is the radical set of  
instructions to cut off and cut out 
anything that distracts us from the 
Kingdom of God. It was meant to 
shock and it does. The underlying 
message is that there is no room in 
Heaven for anything that is evil or 
corrupt. Heaven is a place where 
all that is gone and love and trust 
and gentleness hold sway. It is a 
place where people share the same 
energy, retain their saltiness and 
are committed to seeing goodness 
flourish. 
 

We may not have taken Jesus  
literally, but the door is still open 
to us. Jesus made a perfect  
response to God for all our sins at 
the cross. His grace goes before us. 

 
Post Communion 
 

Lord, we pray that your grace 
may always precede  
and follow us, 
and make us continually  
to be given to all good works; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
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