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From Revd Karen
December is always a busy month across the four churches as you can see from the back page of this Benefice Diary. My aim is to get to the right church at the right time with the right service in my bag!
One of the benefits of the very cold snap in November was that it showed some of our trees in all their splendour. The yews at St Edward’s are famous but there is a large evergreen tree that looks like an Atlas Cedar which blends into the background until it is covered in snow. Yews have been in England since before the Romans, but this cedar is a newcomer, only imported from Morocco in the 1840s. Maybe we have one of the early ones at Stow-on-the-Wold.
There is a long history of planting evergreen trees in churchyards. Some of this was practical as the poisonous yew berries were supposed to deter cattle from coming into a church yard and churning up the ground. The symbolism of the evergreen tree was also important. They are a reminder of the everlasting life that faith in Jesus offers. Churches were often decorated in yew and holly during the Christmas Season as symbols of hope during the long dark months of winter. 
May your Christmas be a good one, however you celebrate, and perhaps bring in some of that evergreen foliage this season to remind you of the spring to come.
Concert
We have a pre-Christmas recital at St Edward’s on the 20th December at 7.30pm.  We are delighted to welcome Marcel Zidani (piano) and Shulah Oliver-Smith (violin) - to include works by Beethoven, Chopin, Liszt and Vaughan Williams. Admission by donation in a suggested range of £15-£50 as these are world class musicians. 
Crib Festival
The Crib Festival is running over the weekend of the 7-8th December. There are knitted nativity scenes from Closely Knit and the WI. Pop in and see what is on display. St Edward’s has been approached by a media publicity professional who is exploring whether it would be possible to relaunch the Christmas Tree Festival next year under a sponsorship model. This may come to nothing or it could be something new for Stow and the surrounding area. Let’s see what happens!
Updates 
I’m delighted to welcome Elizabeth Allen as PCC secretary and Peter Dixon as treasurer at St Edward’s. A huge vote of thanks goes to Val and Desmond Watson who have given so much to the church over the last three years. 

Regular Events
Closely Knit  10am-noon every Saturday in St Edward’s Church.                                                                    
Mother’s Union-  first Thursday of the month 2.00pm in the Church Room. 
Cotswold Dementia Café Every 1st and 3rd Friday of the month, 2-4pm at the Baptist Church Hall off Back Walls.  A community café offering friendship, support, advice and more for anyone living with or caring for someone with dementia.

December Services
Mondays – 9 am Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel at St Edward’s 
Sunday         1st December  10.30am Holy Communion at St Edward’s Advent 1
Sunday         1st December    6pm  Advent Carol Service St Edward’s 
Thursday      5th December 11.00 Service at Newlands Court, Stow
Sunday         8th December 9.15am Matins at St Nicholas’ celebrating St Nicholas’ Day
Sunday         8th December 10.30am Crib Themed Holy Communion at St Edward’s 
Friday          13th December 11am Funeral Service at St Edward’s
Friday          13th December 2pm  Mother’s Union Advent Carol Service in the church rooms
Friday          13th December 6.30pm Kate’s Carol Service at St Edward’s
Sunday        15th December 9.15am BCP Holy Communion at St Mary’s Upper Swell Advent 3
Sunday        15th December 10.30am Holy Communion at St Edward’s 
Sunday        15th December 2.30pm Dementia Friendly Carol Service Edwardstow Court
Thursday     19th December 5.30pm Nativity and Christingle Service at St Mary’s Lower Swell 
Friday          20th December 6pm Candlelight Carol Service at St Mary’s Upper Swell 

Sunday        22nd December 10.30am Holy Communion at St Edward’s Advent 4
Sunday        22nd December 3pm Carol Service St Edward’s 
Sunday        22nd December 9.15am BCP Holy Communion at St Nicholas’

Tuesday       24th December 5pm Crib Service St Nicholas’ led by the children of the village 
Tuesday       24rd December 11.30pm Midnight Mass St Edward’s 

Wednesday 25th December 9.15am BCP Communion at St Nicholas’ 
Wednesday 25th December 10.30pm Christmas Service St Edward’s 

Sunday         29th December 10.30am Holy Communion at St Edward’s
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Benefice Contacts
Reverend Karen Wellman  01451 831567 revdkaren@stedwardsstow.org.uk

Church Wardens       
Stow-on-the-Wold	Vacant		
Condicote 		Chris Wynn 830389 and Adam Fleming
The Swells		Jolyon Grey 822215 and Hazel James  831367 
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